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Food is generally not free. We all need it, work 
for it, and usually eat some every day. After all, that’s 
what keeps us alive. Our bodies are designed to 
maintain life with calories, proteins, vitamins, min-
erals, etc. When our bodies are deprived of these 
things long enough, death is the result. 

The billboard was proclaiming “Free Food” to 
get people’s attention. It was informing us that 
there is free food available for local children who 
might not have enough. Growing children should 
have a good variety of healthy food to develop their 
bodies normally and to maintain health. Everyone 
needs food.

There are places in the world where it’s difficult, 
sometimes almost impossible, to get enough food on 
a regular basis. This is a heart break for parents who 

love their children and want to see them develop 
normally. Sometimes famine is caused by weather-re-
lated crop failures or war-time conflicts that disrupt 
the normal food-acquiring practices like gardening, 
farming, jobs, etc. In any situation where food is hard 
to come by, an announcement of “free food” will get 
special attention. Sometimes free food, provided by 
the kindness of others, is all a refugee has to eat.

There is another kind of “food” we should all pur-
sue. If we are going to live on with God in eternity, 
after this body is no longer processing natural food, 
we will need spiritual food for our souls.

In the Bible, Isaiah 55:1 says, “He that hath no 
money; come ye, buy, and eat; . . . without money 
and without price.”  Verse 3 then says, “Incline your 
ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall 
live.”  

God is offering us this free spiritual food. He loves 
us and wants to fill our soul’s hunger. Just like God’s 
creation is the only source for natural food, so He 
is also the only source for spiritual food. As others 
sacrifice and pay so a refugee can live physically 
through free food, so God gave His Son for us. Jesus 
paid the price so we can live spiritually.

In John 6:51, Jesus said, “I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this 
bread, he shall live forever: and the bread that I will 
give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
world.”

Just like natural food, spiritual bread will do us no 
good unless we acquire it and take it in personally. 
Don’t miss out on this generous “Free Food” offer.
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The picture on the gray prison wall is impres-
sive—a quiet lake, richly colored trees, rolling 
hills, and clear, blue skies. Three inmates worked 
long hours to paint the scene. 

Then they added one more outstanding detail. 
They cleverly painted jagged edges around the 
picture to look like a broken wall. Now it appears 
that one is looking through a gaping hole in the 
high block wall to the beauty beyond. Appar-
ently, they were reminding themselves that the 
full reality of the scene can only be realized out-
side the prison walls—they are restricted in their 
enjoyment of that beauty.

What a lesson for us! Without 
Christ, we are bound in a prison of 
sin and vice. Inside the prison, we try 
to find pleasure and satisfaction. We 
create illusions and imagine all sorts 
of things that may bring fulfillment. 
We pursue sports and entertainment. 
We seek wealth and try to buy happi-
ness with money. But again and again 
we are brought back to the hard, cold 
reality of our prison wall.

The artist inmates understand an 
important aspect of their condition. 
They can get a moment's satisfaction 
as they view the scene on the wall, 
but the beauty is beyond. They can-
not sense the calm of the quiet lake, 
the stately grandeur of the trees, and 
the peace of the rolling hills. They can 
only imagine it and long for it.

Likewise, we cannot find true peace 
and happiness inside our prison of 
sin. It is only through Jesus that we 
can break through the prison wall and 
be delivered to the beauty outside—
the beauty of life in Christ and joyful 
service in His kingdom. He came "to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison to them that 
are bound" (Isaiah 61:1). "If the Son 
therefore shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed" (John 8:36). Praise 
God! We can be delivered from the 
bondage of sin through the work of 

His Son, Jesus!
Trade your crushing burden of sin for the easy 

yoke of Christian discipleship. Through Christ 
you can experience freedom from your present 
bondage and have hope of eternity in heaven.

From Star of Hope. Used by permission of Rod and Staff Publishers, Inc. 
PO Box 3, Crockett, KY 41413.

(For help in finding freedom in Christ, contact the 
church on the back page of this paper.)

Parable On a Prison Wall
by John Zimmerman

Wisdom for Youth
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The New Birth
by Daniel N. Miller

What Does the Bible Say?

Nicodemus was perplexed. "How can these things 
be?" he asked. Jesus' words "Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3) 
did not make sense to him. Nicodemus no doubt had 
in mind the nation of Israel, of which he was a ruler. 
Being born a Jew naturally made him a part of this 
great kingdom.

But Jesus saw the sincere desire of this Jewish ruler 
who came to Him in a personal way, apart from the 
multitude. Nicodemus recognized that Jesus was a 
teacher come from God and wanted to know more 
of this new doctrine.

Jesus came directly to the point. "Marvel not that 
I said unto thee, Ye must be born again" (John 3:7). 
One can enter the kingdom of God only by the new 
birth. A man's natural birth is not enough, though it be 
into a religious nation or community.

New Birth—Defined
Every soul born into this world came with no choice 

of his own. His physical and emotional characteris-
tics also came without any power of his own. Many 
of these characteristics are with him for life and can-
not be changed, as the color of his skin and hair, his 
shape, and his height. Even his emotional and physi-
cal strength or weakness is his own without his choice.

This is a very fitting type of the spiritual new birth. 
Jesus is telling us this new birth is a requirement, yet it 
comes to us with no power of our own. True, we must 
make a choice to receive it, but the power comes 
from God. This produces righteousness in the believ-
er’s life. It turns a person from darkness to light and 
from being controlled by Satan's power to being con-
trolled by God's power. It makes him a new creature 
(2 Corinthians 5:17). It gives him new interests and a 
desire to please God and learn more of Him.

New Birth—the Necessity
"Jesus answered, ...  Except a man be born of water 

and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God" (John 3:5). Nicodemus could not understand 

this since the "natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit" (1 Corinthians 2:14). When people open 
their lives to the Spirit, He can impress this universal 
need of all mankind into their hearts.

This need started in the Garden of Eden when 
Adam and Eve took of the forbidden fruit. They knew 
the commandment of God, but they disobeyed and 
rebelled and sinned against God. "Wherefore, as by 
one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned" (Romans 5:12). Even though we did not sin 
by taking of the forbidden fruit, as Adam and Eve did, 
yet all mankind inherited that sentence of death. We 
were dead and could not help ourselves.

New Birth—the Remedy
''And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-

ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life" (John 3:14, 15). Again, Jesus pre-
sented to Nicodemus a very fitting type of the remedy 
only God could provide.

Israel had sinned. God sent fiery serpents among 
them, and many died. God instructed Moses to erect 
a brazen serpent on a pole. All who by faith looked 
upon this serpent were healed.

The deadly and destructive nature of sin is alluded 
to by this. All mankind has been bitten by the serpent 
and has experienced the plague of sin. As a result, all 
mankind is helpless and guilty. But is man hopeless? 
Thank God, no! God Himself provided a remedy for 
sin—He gave His only Son to die on the cross to be-
come a ransom for sin.

The serpent of brass upon the pole Moses set up 
was harmless. It had no sting and no poison, a fitting 
type of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is harmless, offering 
life to all who will look upon Him in faith (John 3:16).

We cannot fathom such great love coming from a 
holy God whom we have offended. God's desire is for 
"all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth" (1 Timothy 2:4). "Him that cometh to me I 



will in no wise cast out" (John 6:37).
Like the Israelite who was bitten by a serpent re-

ceived life for a look at this uplifted brazen serpent, 
so the sinner who by faith looks to the cross of Cal-
vary can also receive life and forgiveness for his sin. 
God counts him to be righteous (Romans 3:24-26). He 
gives of His grace to produce that righteous life within 
him. That grace gives victory over sin and power to 
keep him from sinning. "Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" 
(John 5:24). The Word and the Spirit regenerate and 
give new life and power to the believer.

New Birth—Reality
"The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hear-

est the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit" (John 3:8). Here is the mystery of 
the new birth. It is as the wind. Though its source is 
not known, it shows powerful results. People imme-
diately observe a change in a Christian from his for-
mer habits. They cannot understand the reasons for 
such a change.

But to many, the new birth is only an initial emo-
tional experience and lacks an ongoing commitment 
and personal discipleship to the lordship of Jesus 
Christ. True, our emotions are affected when we re-
alize we are a sinner and stand condemned before 
Almighty God. Coming to Him in repentance, con-
fessing our sins, and yielding ourselves to His control 
are evidences of sincerity. But the new birth involves 
much more than that. It involves a daily dying to self 
and by faith looking to our Lord for spiritual life.

One very popular misconception today is a false 
eternal security based on an emotional experience 
with no cross and no discipleship. But a true new 
birth experience responds to Christ's "follow me" and 
"learn of me". We reject all the appeals of worldliness 
and dedicate and commit ourselves to be a follower 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We love His Word and find 
enjoyment and food for our souls as we feed on it. We 
find that to be refreshing and nourishing.

Worldly delights, on the other hand, fail to bring 
fulfillment. We are "begotten ... again" by the Spirit of 
God with an interest in spiritual things. A regenerated 
person has his affection centered on heavenly things 
(Colossians 3:1, 2). He loves what God loves and 
hates what God hates. The new birth affects his con-
versations, his purchases, his occupation, his dress—all 
of his life.

The church needs brethren and sisters who are de-

voted to the kingdom of God, who seek first His righ-
teousness, and who readily devote time and energies 
to build His spiritual house. A regenerated person will 
exercise spiritual discernment (I Corinthians 2:15). He 
will carefully evaluate issues in light of truth, with dis-
cernment in what he allows himself to be influenced by.

 The new birth makes us children of God and a part 
of His family. We love our Lord and His children. We 
are concerned for the spiritual welfare of others.

The new birth is more than reformation. It includes 
that, but all the good works of an unregenerate man 
are but filthy rags in God's sight. Rather, transforma-
tion is the Biblical principle (Romans 12:1, 2) and 
works will follow.

New Birth—Divine Invitation
Jesus said, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and 

are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matthew 
11:28). Jesus Christ demonstrated His love to man 
by giving Himself a sacrifice on the cross for sin, in-
viting the lost to look to Him and be saved. How it 
must grieve Him when people turn their backs upon 

His gracious offer. God's highest purpose in sending 
Christ to the earth was not to condemn, but to save 
(John 3:17).

"And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let 
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst 
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely" (Revelation 22:17). "Come; for all things are 
now ready" (Luke 14:17). The word come is said to be 
the sweetest word in the Bible. That word gives hope 
to the sinner.

To ignore that invitation and refuse to believe and 
obey brings condemnation. "He that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God" (John 
3:18). What a tragedy!

Jesus Christ is still waiting, yearning for our re-
sponse. May we heed His invitation while He gives us 
opportunity.

From The Christian Contender. 
Used by permission of Rod and Staff Publishers,Inc. PO Box 3, 

Crockett, KY 41413

The new birth involves 
dying to self and by 

faith looking to our 
Lord for spiritual life.

Reaching Out - page 5



Reaching Out - page 6

Of Days and Gaps
by Denton Ford

ThThe e BBiibbllee  && Science Science

 “For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh 
day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it”. (Exodus 20:11) 

For around 1,800 years, the belief in a six-day, su-
pernatural, recent creation and a literal global flood 
in Noah’s day had been the dominant understand-
ing of the Christian church. But that was before men 
such as Charles Lyell, James Hutton, and Charles 
Darwin came along. With the publishing of books 
like Lyell’s Principles of Geology and Darwin’s Origin 
of Species (advocating long geologic ages and evo-
lutionary naturalism) in the mid-1800s came a wave 
of unbelief in the biblical account of origins.

Can They Both Be True? 
Many were caught off guard. The “science world” 

was beginning to accept a very different history 
than what the Bible taught, and it took a toll on the 
church. Who wants to disagree with new “scientific” 
discoveries? The solution for some Christians was 
to try to mesh the two, adding evolution and/or mil-
lions of years of earth history to the Biblical account. 

In 1804, Thomas Chalmers began to advocate 
the Gap Theory, and later George Stanley Faber 
began to promote what is known as the Day/Age 
Theory. Baden Powell and other liberal Christians 
started to teach that Genesis is mythology and tells 
us nothing of how God created, but only theological 
truths¹.  Since that time more theories have come 
up, but these three are still among the most popular 
today. Do any of them hold up to biblical or scien-
tific scrutiny? 

Theistic Evolution
Theistic evolution is by far the least biblical of the 

three since it basically disregards Genesis 1-11 as 
being historically accurate. Genesis 1-11 is often 
seen as allegorical in this view, although the liter-
ary style is historical narrative. This allows those who 

embrace this theory to accept most of what the 
evolutionary scientists say, while still “believing the 
Bible.”

But evolution, theistic or not, has serious scientific 
problems! Instead of an upward progress of more 
complexity and diversity, what we observe is a gen-
eral trend toward less genetic diversity and variabil-
ity. Natural selection, or the “survival of the fittest,” 
results in less genetic variability, while evolution is 
supposed to be a gaining of it: but you can’t get 
upstairs by walking downstairs. What we observe 
happening and what would be expected if evolu-
tion were true are opposite each other. 

Another problem is the lack of transitional forms, 
or missing links. Charles Darwin (who popularized 
evolution) said in his book, “Why then is not every 
geological formation and every stratum full of such 
intermediate links? Geology assuredly does not re-
veal any such finely graduated organic chain; and 
this, perhaps, is the most obvious and gravest ob-
jection which can be urged against my theory. The 
explanation lies, as I believe, in the extreme imper-
fection of the geological record.”²  He attributes the 
lack of transitional fossils to the imperfection of the 
fossil record, but it would seem reasonable to as-
sume if all had the same probability of fossilizing, 
there would be at least as many transitional forms 
as what we would think of as non-transitional forms. 
A huge number of fossils have been found around 
the world, but none that depict an undisputed tran-
sitional form between basic kinds.

Day/Age Theory
The Day/Age theory parallels theistic evolution in 

many ways, but hinges on the meaning of the word 
“day” in Genesis 1. The claim is that the days in Gen-



esis 1 are not literal days but refer to an unspecified 
length of time, thus allowing for millions or billions 
of years. But whenever the word “day” is used in the 
Old Testament with a number, “evening,” “morn-
ing,” or “night,” it refers to a literal 24-hour day. Gen-
esis 1 includes all of these. Also, in Exodus 20:8-11, 
in the fourth of the Ten Commandments, the sev-
en-day week is commanded and likened to the fact 
that God worked for six days and rested the seventh 
during creation. If those days were really just long 
periods of time, God gave us a terrible work week! 
The Bible is internally consistent with the days of cre-
ation being regular days. 

Gap Theory
The idea of the gap theory is that there is a gap of 

time between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth 
was without form, and void; and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters” (Genesis 1:1-2). Propo-
nents of the gap theory often say that the word “was” 
in verse two should be translated “became,” as in 
“and the earth became without form and void.” An 
interesting thing about that verse though, is that in 
Hebrew, the first word “and” is a disjunctive vav (let-
ter). Now a disjunctive vav signals a break from the 
chronological sequence. It indicates the next sen-
tence is describing the state of the former sentence. 
Thus, Genesis 1:2 doesn’t follow Genesis 1:1 in time, 
but simply describes Genesis 1:1.³  It wouldn’t make 
sense then to use the word “became,” or to have a 
time gap in between the verses.  

 
The Common Problem

We’ve looked into a few of the problems with 
some of the common ways to try to add evolution 
and millions of years to the Bible. But all of these 
theories have another major problem in common: 
death before sin. If there were millions of years of an 
evolutionary process of death, disease and blood-
shed before Adam, then death is not a consequence 
of sin, but a part of God’s “very good” creation. This 
undermines the whole Gospel. But the Bible makes 
it very clear that death is a result of man’s sin, and it 
was not part of God’s original “very good” creation. 
This is integral to the Gospel.

No Need to Compromise!
When we start with God’s Word, things make 

sense. In an evolutionary worldview where we are 
just the result of random, mindless, chance pro-

cesses, how can we explain the existence of consis-
tent, orderly laws of physics? Or even laws of logic? 
But because God is consistent and orderly and has 
put that order into His creation, we can trust these 
laws, and are actually enabled to do science be-
cause of this orderliness. We must beware of adding 
man’s fallible ideas to God’s perfect Word. As we’ve 
seen, the two are not compatible. I have heard peo-
ple say that God is so awesome, great, and inde-
scribable that He could create in any way He chose. 
This is true, but it also means that we fallible humans 
should just trust what He said He did. 

Not all succumbed to the anti-biblical pressures 
of the 19th century; let us be the ones who don’t 
in the 21st.  Man has made countless mistakes 
throughout history; God has made none. We can 
trust His Word on everything. It is always right. As 
Psalm 118:8 says, “It is better to trust in the LORD than 
to put confidence in man.”

¹ Terry Mortenson, The Great Turning Point: The 
Church’s Catastrophic Mistake on Geology – Before 

Darwin (Green Forest, Arkansas: Master Books, 
2004), 33-36.

² Darwin, C. R.. On the origin of species by means 
of natural selection, or the preservation of favoured 

races in the struggle for life. (London: John Mur-
ray,1859) [1st edition], 280. 

³ Weston W. Fields, Unformed and Unfilled: A 
Critique of the Gap Theory (Collinsville, IL: Burgener 

Enterprises, 1976), 81-86.
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The Perfection of Divine Design
by Rodney Witmer

The Christian Home

Consider…
Christian theology claims much evidence for God. 

People of faith see God in everything. Some of the ev-
idence they claim for God lies in the absolute beauty, 
detail, and perfection in every part of His creation. 
Yet, though these visible proofs declare daily and 
nightly His glory (Ps. 19:1-2), God calls for a faith in 
Him that transcends the proofs. Hebrews 11:6 says, 
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he 
that cometh to God must believe that He is…” This 
faith acceptance of God is a bowing low to God that 
equips one to surrender his own will habitually and 
meekly to God’s will. Refusal to do such is always a 
part of blindness to God’s perfect designs. Further, 
this refusal precipitates the chaos and heartache that 
accompanies the rejection of Divine design.

The premise for many Christian doctrines is simply 
that God is. The Christian accepts that “the world, and 
they that dwell therein” are ordered by God (Psalm 
24:1). Consequently, God owns the right to govern 
every part of His creation, and his creatures only pros-
per when they let Him. And why wouldn’t we?

God’s evaluation of His own handiwork is given 
grandly, yet simply, in Genesis 1:31, “And God saw 
everything that He had made, and behold, it was very 
good.” The sweeping scope of this conclusion ought 
to both inspire and humble us. Human attempts to 
“fix” or “improve” a thing not flawed always lead to 
malfunction and loss. Nothing troubles humanity like 
the disregard of Divine design and intent. The re-
sulting pain, chaos, sorrow, and disillusionment are 
second only to the looming Divine judgement and 
its eternal implications. True Christianity, then, is har-
mony with the will of Him who made everything “very 
good.”

Imagine…
My wife and I have this silly verbal game we’ve 

played between us for many years. We’ll be driving 
through the beautiful Rocky Mountain West enjoying 
the stunning scenery. The game sounds like this:

Me: “That jagged peak there surely would look bet-
ter if it was slightly higher and farther to the north.” 

She: “Yeah, right.”
Me: “And not so steep.” 
She: “I know.”
Me: “That Ponderosa pine really ought to be an En-

glewood spruce and not quite so close to the lake.” 
She: Silence. Eye rolling.
Me: “The very idea! That deer is out in the meadow 

eating like it owns the place. The nerve!”
She: “It can eat there if it wants!
And so the game goes.
By this silly discourse we are both admitting that 

the scenery, in every detail, could not be improved 
upon. To suggest otherwise sounds as preposter-
ous as it is. And we watch with interest as Christian 
and unbeliever alike pull over, observe, and pho-
tograph the perfection of Divine design. It’s certain 
that both Christian and unbeliever would be dis-
turbed if dozer or dynamite attempted to “improve” 
the landscape.

Think Now About The Divine Plan For Family And 
Home.

• One man and one woman—for life
• Love as a choice and commitment
• Absolute fidelity
• A father and mother for the care of the children
• Children—A “quiver full of them” (Psalm 127:5).
• Security, belonging, safety, love
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• Teaching, ethics, values, toil
• Productivity, responsibility, accountability
• Togetherness

This list has no obvious end.
What must have been in the heart, emotions, and 

mind of God as He formed the woman from the rib 
and gifted her to Adam (Genesis 2)? Godly men 
would say it’s a gift second only to salvation through 
Christ!

In many places, the Bible comments favorably on 
this family/home creation of God. Note a few exam-
ples— “Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of 
thine house: thy children like olive plants round about 
thy table” (Psalm 128:3). “Whoso findeth a wife findeth 
a good thing, and obtaineth favour of the Lord” (Prov-
erbs 18:22). Psalm 68:6 notes as a blessing that “God 
setteth the solitary in families.” Because God wants to 
give every child the best, this is the context into which 
He intends to place them.

Further, much about the value of the family is im-
plied in the way God mentions orphans and widows 
in His definition of pure religion in James 1:27, “Pure 
religion and undefiled before God and the Father is 
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep himself unspotted from the world.”

This perfectly planned family structure has served 
humanity well for millennia.

Are People Playing The Silly Game?
Suppose people were to play our silly game 

with the home scene. If only supposing was where 
it stopped! Many have played the game and more. 
I need not mention the alterations to Divine de-
sign that are being attempted with the home. How 
is it, that though this disregard of God’s will has 
produced a bitter harvest, still they persist? Is this 
persistence not presumptuous? Is this somehow 
more logical or less preposterous than the critiqu-
ing and rearranging of the Rocky Mountain land-
scape? Does tampering with a thing because they 
can, mitigate the effect of the tampering or dimin-
ish their accountability? Only fools would wait to 
find out!

In reality, they have been gifted with a perfect rose 
and stripped it of its petals before the eyes of the 
giver. They have despised and discarded:
• Omniscient wisdom in favor of mortal fallacies.
• A place of acceptance and belonging for rejec-

tion and abandonment.
• The privilege of permanence for fleeting experi-

ments that corrupt and disillusion them more and 
more.

• Emotionally and socially balanced children pos-
sessing a moral compass for insecure, unprinci-
pled, and sometimes delinquent minors.

• The thrill and fulfillment of intimacy in legitimate 
wedlock for illicit flings that fizzle and leave them 
looking guiltily over their shoulder.

• The complementary strengths of the sexes and 
their roles in favor of the futility of pretending to 
be something they are not.

No school, no day care, no government program, 
no counseling professional, no pastor, and no prison 
can fill the role of husband, wife, father, mother, and 
the entire home context as God created it. Nothing 
replaces it!

The arrogance that presumes to adjust the moun-
tain peak or change the specie of a tree is on full ki-
netic display in its tampering with Divine design for 
the home. Is it arrogance? Yes, and more! It’s arro-
gance fueling rebellion into a destructive rampage 
against all that is holy and good for mankind. It’s the 
thing formed saying to Him that formed it, “Why hast 
thou made me thus?” Romans 9:20. It’s selfishness 
and shortsightedness. It robs God and man. And, 
tragically, it’s self-destruction.

Praise God, The Best Is Within Reach!
Where it yet remains, the beauty and wisdom, the 

blessing and fulfillment of obedience to Divine de-
sign for the home still graces society and inspires awe, 
wonder, and jealously in those looking on. God’s plan 
delivers the obedient what it promises. Such folks, in 
the simplicity of their faith and obedience would have 
things no other way! They have the absolute best, and 
they know it. They obtained that best, not by personal 
genius or by merely getting lucky, but because they 
are living out the perfection of Divine design.

That best awaits us all. Let’s humbly beseech God’s 
direction on our lives to help us make the right deci-
sions and follow His design.

Praise God,
The Best is Within 

Reach!
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Money and Me
Steward or Owner?  

by Gary Miller

When we choose to follow Jesus, we take nothing with 
us. Our old life of ownership is over and Jesus now owns 
all. Paul, in his letter to the church at Corinth, reminded 
them they are now simply the temple of God. He is to 
have total control. Don't you understand that "ye are not 
your own?" he asked them. "For ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God's." (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

This truth should have a powerful impact on our fi-
nances. This means that the cash in our wallets, the money 
in our checking accounts, and the properties with our 
names on the deeds are not ours but God's.

So, now that we are stewards instead of owners, just 
what is the role of a steward?

The Role of a Steward
Sometimes I hear my wife ask one of our daughters to 

stop by the grocery store to purchase a few items while 
she is in town. She will normally give our daughter a list 
of items needed and some money. When our daughter 
is given the money, I have observed that she usually does 
not put it in with her own personal money. She may be 
carrying a purse, but the money from Mother is usually 
placed in a sweater pocket or some separate place so it 
doesn't get mixed with her personal cash. Why is this?

The money is kept separate because our daughter un-
derstands it is not really hers, even though she is carrying 
it. It was given to her for a particular purpose and is not 
to be used for anything else. It still belongs to Mother. As 
she drives out the lane and heads for town, Mother is the 
owner and she is simply the steward.

When our daughter returns and delivers the items, my 
wife thanks her and then asks, "Where is the change?" 
More money was sent along with our daughter than was 
needed for the purchase, and my wife expects to receive 
the extra money.

Now let's suppose my wife sent a twenty-dollar bill 
along, and all she needed from town was one loaf of 
bread and a gallon of milk. Let's assume the total cost 
of these items was five dollars. She would expect fifteen 
back, wouldn't she? Now let's imagine the following sce-
nario when our daughter returned home:

"Thank you for buying these items. Do you have the 
change for me?"

"Here it is, Mother."
"Only two dollars? How much did the milk and 

bread cost?" 

"Five dollars."
"Well, I gave you twenty dollars. What happened to 

the other thirteen?"
"Oh, I forgot to mention that. I was driving past Star-

bucks, and they have this new caramel frappuccino 
blended coffee drink. It has chopped ice, different cof-
fees, and milk blended in, and a whipped cream topping. 
Wow, it was so good! And while I was there, I just couldn't 
resist trying a couple of those cranberry scones. They 
were kind of expensive, but they tasted so good!"

Now how do you think Mother would respond? I don’t 
know how a conversation like this would end in your 
home, but I know that in ours, Mother wouldn't be very 
happy. She had trusted her daughter to be a steward of 
her money, and her daughter had failed. If she'd had a 
flat tire or needed to purchase fuel, which pertained to 
the mission, Mother would have understood. But a drink 
at Starbucks hardly qualified. At some point, money con-
sumed by a steward for personal gratification becomes 
theft.

Now consider this illustration as it applies to your life. 
God has entrusted a portion of His resources into your 
care. Some of His resources may be in your bank account 
or in your possessions. God intends for His stewards to 
use part of these resources to survive. Each of us needs 
to eat, have shelter, and purchase clothing. God under-
stands this. But after these needs are met, what happens 
to the balance of the resources in your care?

Where's the Change?
We should be sobered by the reality of meeting our 

God someday. As He reviews the abundant resources He 
has entrusted into our care, He might have a question for 
us. Perhaps, as in the scenario above, He will ask, "Where 
is the change?"

An owner has a perfect right to spend his money how-
ever he wishes. After all, it is his money! But a steward 
oversees goods that are not his own. If we can allow the 
Lord to implant this basic truth in our hearts, it will have 
a transforming effect on our finances. Stewardship is not 
just a nice concept; it is a reality in the lives of many King-
dom believers who are serious about their walk with the 
Lord Jesus.

From Kingdom-Focused Finances for the Family. 
Published by TGS International, PO Box 355, Berlin, OH 44610.

 Used by permission.
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Dealing With Conflict 
by Daniel Allgyer

The World Today

How is the best way to deal with conflict in relation-
ships? Do we choose hate and violence or love and 
kindness?

A Test of Strength
A fable is told about how the sun and the north 

wind were arguing who is the strongest. As they ar-
gued, a traveler appeared on the road below them. 
They agreed that whoever could get the coat of the 
traveler’s back would be the winner.

The north wind rushed down upon the traveler, 
causing the traveler’s coat to flap wildly. The traveler 
quickly wrapped the coat more tightly about him and 
buttoned up the collar. The more the north wind blew 
and blustered, the more tightly the traveler clutched 
his coat. Finally, the north wind gave up and the sun 
took his turn. Smiling and pleasant, the cheerful sun 
turned his warm rays upon the traveler. In a short while, 
the traveler loosened his collar and unwrapped his 
coat. The benevolent sun waxed warmer and warmer. 
At length, the traveler removed his coat and walked on 
in his shirt sleeves.

Benevolence and kindness are much more effective 
than brute force. If we are facing conflict from family 
or coworkers, does it work to fight fire with fire? Is any-
thing solved with shouting, shoving, or shooting? It 
takes two to fight. Revenge begets revenge and the 
vicious cycle wreaks continuous havoc like an endless 
feud. 

What if one person would decide to love instead of 
hate? What if one person would choose forgiveness in-
stead of revenge? Wouldn’t the cycle stop right there? 
The feud would fizzle out and peace could come to 
the relationship.

A Law of Love
Love and forgiveness are stronger than hatred and 

revenge. Jesus said that instead of hating our ene-
mies, we are to love them. “Ye have heard that it hath 
been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine 
enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you and per-
secute you; that ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the 

evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and 
on the unjust” (Matthew 5: 43-45).

The Bible also says, “If thine enemy hunger, feed 
him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou 
shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of 
evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12: 20-21). 

Does this concept sound strange? Is doing good 
to our enemies the way to overcome them? Does love 
really diffuse conflict? Yes! Christians ever since the 
time of Christ have been conquering with love.

A Preacher of Peace
A preacher in Europe awoke one moonlit night 

to the sounds of scuffling on his house roof. As he 
stepped to the window to investigate, a pile of thatch 
drifted to the ground. Realizing someone who disliked 
him was destroying his roof, he quickly woke his wife. 

They prepared a simple meal and then the preacher 
stepped outside and invited the thatch jerkers inside 
for a break and some food. Sheepishly, his enemies 
entered and nibbled a few bites. 

Before long, they left the house and the preacher 
again heard sounds on his roof. Peering through the 
window, he was surprised to see armloads of thatch 
going up instead of down. The would-be roof destroy-
ers repaired their damage and disappeared into the 
night.

A Change of Heart
Loving our enemies is not natural. To do it, we 

must be changed by the power of Jesus Christ. Our 
revenge reflex must be overpowered by a forgiveness 
choice that is made possible by the love of Christ in 
our hearts. 

Open your heart to Christ today. Surrender your 
will to His control. Allow His Spirit to renew your mind. 
Then, with Christ’s love flowing through you, choose 
to love your enemies. Forgive your unreasonable boss. 
Do good to the person who’s hurting you. You’ll dis-
cover that the best way to overcome evil is with good. 

You will still face conflict. You may still get hurt. But 
the vicious revenge cycle will be over as you let the 
love of Christ shine peace into your relationships. 




